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which are less irritating and less toxic are now generally preferred.
The usual strength of carbolic solutions for surgical purposes is
from i to 2,\ per cent.

Carbolic oil is prepared by combining phenol with olive-oil
in varying proportions (i in 10 to i in 20). This preparation is
not reliable as a germicide.

Dips containing carbolic acid are largely employed in the
treatment of sheep-scab.

Crude carbolic acid is used for the disinfection of animal
houses, but in consequence of its poisonous nature other agents
are preferable.

Internally, carbolic acid is prescribed as an internal anti-
septic and antizymotic. It is employed in combination with
other agents in the treatment of dysentery, in flatulent colic in
the horse, and in tympanites of the rumen in cattle.

The inhalation of water vapour medicated with carbolic acid
is employed in respiratory affections which tend to assume a
septic character.

In the treatment of parasitic bronchitis in calves, carbolic
acid in doses of 10 minims is prescribed in the form of intra-
tracheal injections; for this purpose it is usually combined with
2-drachrn doses of the oil of turpentine, 20 grains of carbonate
of potash, and i drachm each of olive-oil and water.

In consequence of the susceptibility of the dog to the action
of carbolic acid, extreme caution is necessary in its employment
in canine practice.

There has been recently introduced a group of antiseptics which
contain a halogen derivative of xylenol dissolved in a mixture
of essential oils. Xylenol is one of the colourless crystalline
compounds, (CH3)2C6H3OH, resembling phenol The essential
oils are dissolved in a neutral solution of soap to make them
readily miscible with water, with which they form a uniform
opalescent emulsion.
They are stated to possess germicidal powers three times those
of carbolic acid and one and a half times those of liquor cresol
saponatus. The germicidal power is retained in the presence
of pus, blood, serum, and mucus. These compounds are practic-
ally non-toxic and do not irritate the tissues even in high
concentrations. Concentrations of from i to 10 per cent, in
water are used as antiseptic solutions.